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Opposing yet  complementary per formers can
create thr i l l ing ar t is t ry  -  th is  is  the bas is  on
which Contra Gui tar  Duo was formed by
Hamish Strathdee and Emma-Shay Gal lent i -
Gui l foy le .  

The pai r  met  a t  the i r  un ivers i ty  audi t ions in
2011 and have been making music  together
ever  s ince.  Thei r  cont rast ing musica l
personal i t ies  and charming personal
chemist ry  br ing a dynamic sp in to  the
fantast ic  combinat ion of  two gui tars .

Uni ted by the i r  pass ion to  br ing audiences
music  they love,  Hamish and Emma-Shay are
exc i ted to  showcase the var ied and r ich
express ive capabi l i t ies  of  the gui tar  duo as
an ensemble.

Contra Gui tar  Duo has per formed extens ive ly
in  Europe and Austra l ia .  Per formance
highl ights  inc lude  the  Dubai  Wor ld  Expo,
Staatsoper  Hamburg,  Melbourne Gui tar
Fest iva l  and the Darmstädter  Gi tar rentage,
where they presented a number of  Aust ra l ian
works.  The duo has been for tunate to  be
recognised and lauded by organisat ions such
as the German Academic Exchange Serv ice
(DAAD),  Konrad-Adenauer-St i f tung,  PPCA
Performers Trust  Foundat ion and ANU
School  o f  Music .

 
GUITAR DUO
CONTRA
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PROGRAM
Sonata in  E Major  K.  380 L.  23

Unruhe
Am Grabe der  Gel iebten
Tarante l la

Wave Radiance

Di  Pr imavera -  Premiere
    ar r .  Contra Gui tar  Duo 
    I .    L ive ly  and s teadi ly
    I I .   A tempo rubato,  espress ivo
    I I I .  Wi th  energy and bounce

Emi ly 's  Song
Djanaba 

Var ia t ions on a theme by Scr iab in
    ar r .  T i lman Hoppstock 

Bras i ler inhas
    Na Corda Bamba
    À Moda Ant iga
    Conversa de Botequim

 Domenico Scar la t t i
1685 -  1757






Johann Kasper  Mer tz
1806 -  1856








Phi l l ip  Houghton
1954 -  2017






Mar ia  Grenfe l l
b .  1969


















Ross Edwards
b.  1943






A lexandre Tansman
1897 -  1986






Clar ice Assad
b.  1978






























-  INTERVAL -  

Approx imate length:  1hr  30mins inc lud ing in terva l  





Class ica l  gu i tar is t ,  Hamish Strathdee,  is
regarded as an "excel lent  young
Austra l ian per former"  (L imel ight
Magazine) .  Hamish 's  debut  record ing,
Impress ions of  Spain ,  has received
cr i t ica l  acc la im,  ha i led as "an excel lent
debut”  (Class ica l  Gui tar  Magazine)  and
his  p lay ing has been descr ibed as being
of  “ the h ighest  s tandard”  (Soundboard
Magazine)  and wi th  a “g lor ious ly  warm
and r ich”  sound (Class ica l  Gui tar
Magazine) .
 
Hamish has received numerous pr izes in
both nat ional  and in ternat ional
compet i t ions inc lud ing;  2nd Pr ize in  the
London In ternat ional  Gui tar
Compet i t ion,  3rd Pr ize both in  the
Stut tgar t  In ternat ional  Gui tar
Compet i t ion and the Aalborg
Internat ional  Gui tar  Compet i t ion.  

 
STRATHDEE
HAMISH

Hamish has a lso received a number of
scholarsh ips and grants  to  he lp fur ther
h is  ar t is t ic  s tud ies inc lud ing;  the
prest ig ious Deutscher  Akademischer
Austauschdienst  (DAAD) St ipendium for
music ians,  the Peter  and Lena Karmel
Honours Scholarsh ip awarded to  " the
most  outs tanding s tudent  in  music
commencing an Honours year  at  the
ANU School  o f  Music"  and awards f rom
the PPCA Per formers ’  Trust  Foundat ion.

Hamish holds a Master  o f  Music  f rom
the Hochschule für  Musik  und Theater
Hamburg,  an Ar t is t  Dip loma
(Künst ler isches Aufbaustudium) f rom
the Akademie für  Tonkunst  Darmstadt
and a Bachelor  o f  Music  wi th  F i rs t  Class
Honours f rom the Austra l ian Nat ional
Univers i ty ,  where he s tud ied wi th  Minh
Le Hoang and Timothy Kain.



EMMA-SHAY
Class ica l  gu i tar is t  and lu ten is t ,  Emma-Shay
Gal lent i -Gui l foy le ,  de l ights  audiences wi th  her
charming persona.  Known for  her  musica l  and
sensi t ive p lay ing,  Emma-Shay enjoys shar ing
her  d iverse and compel l ing reper to i re .
Chamber music  co l laborat ions and new music
pro jects  are her  pass ions;  she a lso enjoys
play ing Renaissance and Baroque music  on
the lu te.  As a champion of  new reper to i re  for
gui tar ,  Emma-Shay has premiered new works
wr i t ten for  her  by leading Austra l ian
composers as par t  o f  her  Green Gui tar
pro ject ,  br ing ing together  female forces in
Austra l ian composi t ion to  create new works
for  gu i tar  insp i red by the theme of  ‘green’  in
response to  the c l imate cr is is .  She has
recent ly  worked on mul t ip le  in terd isc ip l inary
pro jects  wi th  the Elbphi lharmonie,  Hamburger
Gi tar renforum and the Museum für  Kunst  und
Gewerbe Hamburg.  

Emma-Shay has consis tent ly  been se lected
as a f ina l is t  in  in ternat ional  gu i tar
compet i t ions,  inc lud ing New York,  Melbourne
and Adela ide.  She has received numerous
awards and scholarsh ips inc lud ing the
Austra l ian Music  Foundat ion Guy Parson
Award,  a  prest ig ious scholarsh ip f rom the
Konrad-Adenauer-St i f tung,  PPCA Per formers '
Trust  Foundat ion award,  HfMT scholarsh ip for
especia l ly  dedicated s tudents,  and the ANU
School  o f  Music  Ken & Vera Fowler  Honours
Scholarsh ip awarded for  "outs tanding level  o f
musica l  accompl ishment  and potent ia l  to
make an outs tanding contr ibut ion to  music . "

Emma-Shay holds a Masters of  Music  f rom
the Hochschule für  Musik  und Theater
Hamburg,  an Ar t is t  Dip loma (Künst ler isches
Aufbaustudium) f rom the Akademie für
Tonkunst ,  Darmstadt  and a Bachelor  o f  Music
wi th  F i rs t -Class Honours f rom the Austra l ian
Nat ional  Univers i ty .

https://www.emmashay.com/green-project
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